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Dawning of a New Era: President Franklin Calls 
for the Rising of Mighty Morehouse Men
Kody J. Melancon
Associate News Editor 
kjmelanc@hotmaii com
Dr. Robert Michael Franklin has been officially installed as the tenth president 
of Morehouse College. Last Friday, the 
Morehouse community filled the Martin L. 
King International Chapel with scholars, 
college presidents and dignitaries from 
across the country to witness the formal 
inauguration ceremony.
King Chapel was filled wall to wall as 
spectators, including prospective students, 
from far and near assembled to be part of the 
rare event. A rare occasion, the inauguration 
of a college president was marked by 
special rituals, traditions and the adornment 
of academic regalia.
At the onset of the ceremony, greetings 
were brought forth by former United States 
Ambassador to South Korea James T. 
Laney, Mae C. Jemison, Bishop Charles E. 
Blake and Aaron Larry Parker, Morehouse 
Class ‘75.
Jemison, who is well-known for being 
the first African American woman to explore 
space, recalled the high school days that she 
and Franklin shared and her recollection 
that later that Franklin’s desire for social 
consciousness has been ever-present.
Bishop Blake addressed Franklin and 
the Morehouse community, stating that 
every once in a while, a great institution 
is matched with a great leader. “You look 
good now but you look much better in the 
future. I see it right now.”
The bishop added, “A truly great man 
now leads a truly great institution.”
In his greetings Parker, a former 
classmate of Franklin, said that during 
the 1970s, students knew if anyone from 
their class would become president of 
Morehouse College, it would be Franklin. 
He encouraged Franklin to shed his fears, 
maintain hope and keep the faith as he 
assumed leadership of Morehouse College.
After the greetings, the Morehouse 
College Glee Club sang “And There was 
Light,” which was commissioned for 
Franklin’s inauguration. This piece was 
composed by Uzee Brown Jr. ‘72.
Franklin, often well-received during his 
addresses by the student population, began 
his inaugural speech by recalling that in 1968 
his father sat him in front of the television 
and told him to watch the funeral of the late 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Franklin said 
that following the incident, his father urged 
him to attend Morehouse College and in 
1971 he did just that, graduating in 1975.
“I would like to declare today that
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Dr. Robert Michael Franklin ‘75, the 10th President of Morehouse College, stands on the stage of King Chapel during his 
INAUGURATION Ceremony. Images: Antoine Lackland II
Morehouse will prepare 21st century 
leaders,” Franklin said.
Franklin also spoke about the upcoming 
additions to Morehouse campus. In order to 
meet the needs of the 21 st century students, 
he stated that there should be a student 
center for student activities and gatherings. 
In addition, he said that the student body




Give one of the leading black intellectuals of our time two hours 
in front of a captivated crowd, and Cornel 
West can cover a lot of ground. So hip- 
hop, jazz, Barack Obama and globalization 
all captured the Princeton University 
professor’s attention Monday at Martin 
Luther King Jr. International Chapel.
King’s daughter, Bernice, an arresting 
and commanding speaker in her own right, 
delivered a greeting to the audience and 
introduced West. She named his impressive 
credentials and educational background as 
well as comparing him to her father, who 
is widely regarded as the greatest American 
civil rights leader. West then took the stage 
amid a fervent standing ovation and the 
event was underway.
West and host Mark Hayes of the 
popular television show “Good Day 
Atlanta” began by commenting on music 
and its role in African-American society. 
As the conversation continued, it branched 
out into many different aspects of black life 
and American life in general. About music, 
West stated that the black community must 
“make books as relevant as music — because 
we have a history of musical genius — [and] 
make the life of the mind and the world of 
ideas into music.”
When questioned about the increasing 
popularity of pop-rap and pre-packaged 
and unoriginal dance music, West urged 
the community to “distinguish finding your 
voice from being an echo.” He urged the
has outgrown the capacity limit of the 
MLK Chapel and that his administration 
will work towards expanding the facility to 
accommodate the entire student body.
Franklin ended by calling on Morehouse 
students to rise up, reclaim and restore their 
communities as well as the “global village.” 
“Up you mighty men, up you mighty men.
audience to diversify the music they listen to 
so they can avoid the “spiritual malnutrition 
and moral constipation” that can result from 
the younger population only listening to 
contemporary hip-hop.
West then named some of the artists on 
his latest CD, “Never Forget: A Journey of 
Revelations,” as exemplars of originality 
and innovation in the music industry, and 
played a sample track featuring Rah Digga. 
Other artists on the CD include Prince, Black 
Thought, Andre 300 and Lenny Williams.
The conversation then turned to socio­
economics and globalization, about which 
West commented that “terrorism has 
existed in America before September 11, 
2001 — psychic terrorism” and posited that
up you mighty men of Morehouse,” said 
Franklin, pounding on the podium three 
times.
Many students reacted favorably to 
Franklin’s speech and the ceremony itself. 
After the speech, Morehouse sophomore 
major Kevin Clark said that it is time for
‘Dawning of a New Era ” continued on page 3 ►
if American society “tackles the problem 
of white supremacy, it can hit the problems 
of sexism, homophobia, unequal wealth 
distribution” and other issues plaguing 
contemporary American society.
West then answered questions about 
Barack Obama and his role as a potential 
black president. The scholar stated explicitly 
that he is a “supporter of Barack Obama, 
but a critical supporter,” and advised his 
audience not to “succumb to the illusion that 
because a brilliant, intellectual black man 
might be in the White House, the legacy of 
white supremacy is over.”
As the conversation about politics 
continued, Hayes segued into another track 
"Revelations with Cornel West” contind. on page 3 ►
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To celebrate the inauguration of President Robert Michael Franklin ’75, 
a new exhibit was erected in the Frederick 
Douglass Center on the Morehouse campus. 
The exhibit was a chronology of Franklin’s 
time as a student at Morehouse College up 
to his receiving a PhD from the University 
of Chicago.
“I wanted students to see a little of
Franklin’s journey while he was a student 
by showing some of the yearbooks and 
items from his personal collection,” said 
Rev. Herman Mason Jr., the Director of 
Learning and Resource Center and the 
College Archivist. “I wanted the students to 
understand him as a man and a student at 
Morehouse.”
The exhibit has been in the works 
since January as Mason and his staff in the 
Learning and Resource Center collaborated 
with Franklin to produce the images 
and records from the president’s time at 
Morehouse. “I asked Dr. Franklin for some 
things,” Mason said. “President Franklin 
went home to Chicago and found some of 
his items. He added to what we had and we 
blew it up.”
According to Mason, President Franklin 
appreciated the exhibit. “He really liked 
it; he laughed and chuckled. He looked at 
the things that captured the time as a part 
of his transformation. It gave him a chance 
to reminisce about his days as a Morehouse 
student.“
Mason said that Franklin has a deep 
passion and love for Morehouse College 
and the role it played in shaping him as a 
person. He added that Franklin has a unique 
opportunity to transform this new generation 
of Morehouse men, to cultivate them into 
great men of intellect and character who 
conduct themselves as such.
“Dr. Franklin has an appreciation for the 
past,” Mason said. “He sees the past as a 
fuel to see the future. History has a way of 
inspiring us. I’ve seen students come in and 
say, ‘Wow, look at the Afro and the shades; 
he was a student like us.’ ”
However, the exhibit is more than a 
tribute to Dr. Franklin. “An archive is a 
repository; we wanted to demonstrate that 
in everything that we do a record is being 
kept,” Mason said. “More importantly, a 
part of the Renaissance is appreciating your 
history.”
The exhibit will remain in the Frederick 
Douglass Center for some time. Mason 
also talked about some future projects on 
campus and other projects he would love to 
see come to fruition.
“I’m working on an exhibit in the 
Afro-American Hall of Fame to celebrate 
the 60-year anniversary of Martin Luther 
King’s graduation from Morehouse and the 
40- year anniversary of his death. Also, 
I want to have a facility where we can do 
many exhibits. I would love for the college 
to have a museum. You would be able to 
go down the steps of Springfield Baptist 
Church to see the history of how the college 
started to its current state.”
A museum at Morehouse College 
could be like a presidential library; U.S. 
Presidents, after their term is over, raise 
money to create presidential libraries to let 
the people see what they did using papers, 
documents and pictures. “We want them 
(the students) to come by and appreciate the 
history, to give them some focus and history 














Sophomore Wins Otis Moss
This year’s competition was notable be­
cause it represented the 10 year anniver­
sary of the Otis Moss Jr. Oratorical Com­
petition. Additionally, sophomore William 
Lawrence recieved first place. Find out the 
rest of the results inside.
Opinions
Wake Up Black People
Sophomore John Brice provides us with 
insight on why he decided to walk around 
the AUC in a Ku Klux Kian uniform last 




Although this supermarket giant provides 
the shopping needs of common people at a 
low price, Ginah Hall discusses the docu­
mentary titled “Wal-Mart: The High Cost of 
Low Price” which argues that it hurts the 
black community.
The Boondocks: Truth or Igno­
rance?
Cartoon Network’s Adult Swim has opted 
not to air an episode of The Boondocks. 
Read why this episode has raised 
controversy in reguards to the CEO of Black 
Entertainment Television, Debra Lee.
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I sometimes feel bad for criticizing hip-hop, but I guess what I am 
try ing to do is get us men to take a hard look at ourselves.”
---------------------------------------- - -------------------------------- — Filmmaker Byron Hurt
Tuesday, February 26, 2008 
7pm
Bank of America Auditorium, 
Leadership Center 
Morehouse college
Screening and Panel d iscuss i
facilitator: Ms. Kellye Blackburn Eccles,
Coordinator, Career Planning and Placement for Non Business Majors & Activist for the 
Prevention of Violence Against Women, Morehouse College
Dr. Cynthia N. Spence, Dr. Bryant T. Marks,
Professor of Sociology: Violence Against Assistant Professor of Psychology & Director of the
Women, Spelman College Morehouse Male Initiative, Morehouse College
Dr. W. Jelani Cobb,
Associate Professor of History, Spelman College“
Dr. Cynthia M. Hewitt,
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Morehouse College
Dr. David W. Rice,
Assistant Professor of Psychology, Morehouse College
Dr. Shani H. Peterson,
Assistant Professor Psychology, Spelman College
'Eilmmaker Byron Hurt
Literacy
WARNING! This video contains sexual imagery and strong languagf
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News
Students Use Oratorical Contest To 




Thursday’s Founders Day Crown Forum brought exciting news for the nine 
students that participated in the Otis Moss 
Oratorical Competition. After second 
through fourth place as well as two honorable 
mention awards were given out, William 
Clayton Lawrence, a sophomore, was 
declared the winner of the competition.
This year’s competition was notable 
because it represented the 10 year 
anniversary of the Otis Moss Oratorical 
Competition. The contest began in 1999, and 
was founded by Dr. Anne Watts and Dr. Otis 
C. Moss, who believed that the rhetorical 
arts had become somewhat forgotten on the 
Morehouse campus. “One of the five pillars 
of our school is elocutionary skills, so I feel 
like this contest is one of the highlights of 
the school year, and a great opportunity to 
showcase the talent present at Morehouse,” 
said Matthew Kiati Temba, a sophomore 
Economics major.
Though the competition took place Feb.
7 the process started several weeks ago
when all interested students were asked to 
write a speech and turn it into Dr. Watts. 
Few guidelines were given, aside from a 
3-4 minute time limit, and a prescribed 
topic that all speeches were to follow with 
the theme being, “Men of Morehouse: 
Pan-Optic Strategists Shaping Tomorrow, 
Shaping the World.”
Following the submission of over 30 
speeches to Dr. Watts, a “speak off’ took 
place, and the competition was reduced 
to the best nine candidates for the actual 
competition. Although the theme given 
to the competitors was broad, there were 
many recurring topics, including the topics 
of prominent black history leaders, and 
ongoing international conflicts. Many of 
the speeches given contained references to 
struggles going on in third world countries 
such as Sudan, Iraq, or Iran.
Results were announced at Thursday’s 
Crown Forum during Founders Week and 
William Lawrence, with his scintillating 
speech, “Flearing the call,” was declared 
the winner. Brandon Douglas placed 
second, followed by James Griffin in third 
and Adam McFarland in fourth. George 
W. Williams and Jermaine House received
honorable mentions.
When asked whether he was surprised 
with the results, Mr. Lawrence replied, “No, 
I wasn’t extremely surprised. However, 
I was really pleased because I had the 
confidence and ability to win, but I also 
knew that my competitors had really good 
speeches.”
Fourth place winner Mr. McFarland was 
asked the same question and responded, 
“[The competition] has served its purpose of 
allowing students a unique and memorable 
opportunity. I am happy with the results and 
thankful for the opportunity to compete.”
With the amount of students that 
participated this year, next year’s 
competition is sure to be just as promising. 
At the end of the event, the Morehouse 
community seemed definitely pleased 
with the talent displayed at the Otis Moss 
Oratorical Competition this year. Najee 
Johnson, a sophomore Economics major 
said, “I thought it was good. Elocution is 
important, and it’s great to see my fellow 
Morehouse Brethren display such a skill in 
front of the entire student body.”
Castro’s Rule in Cuba Ends Dawning of a 
New Era
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Fidel Castro resigned as leader of CubaTuesday after ruling the Communist 
island nation for nearly 50 years. Castro, 
alternately labeled a historic revolutionary 
or a ruthless dictator, has been a near­
constant antagonist to the United States 
since Dwight Eisenhower occupied the 
Oval Office.
Castro is well-known in America for his 
involvement in the Cuban Missile Crisis, his 
successful repelling of the CIA-inspsired 
Bay of Pigs invasion, and his repeated 
survival of assassination attempts.
Castro, sickened by intestinal illness 
and subsequent surgeries in 2006, has not 
been seen in public in more than a year.
Images: Ci ban government
◄ Continued from front page
Morehouse students to not simply to discuss 
problems within the black community, but 
also to help solve those problems.
Sophomore Andres Cortes said that the 
inauguration was an enjoyable. “It was a 
great step for Morehouse College because 
Dr. Franklin seems to be a revolutionary 
man that will make radical changes at 
Morehouse College.”
◄ Continued from front page
Revelations with Cornel West
However, he has met privately with leaders 
such as Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, 
written letters to the public and appeared in 
occasional video footage.
The National Assembly in Cuba is 
expected to choose the ailing leader’s 
seventy-six year old brother Raul Castro as 
the country’s next president.




on West’s CD titled “Bushonomics” by 
Talib Kweli, and the audience again listened 
attentively to the socially-conscious music 
of West’s album.
Much of the rest of West’s comments 
were centered around the virtue of service 
to one’s community and the pursuit of truth 
and justice. He left the audience with plenty 
of poignant quotes about this topic before 
the end of his speech. He remarked that 
“justice is what love looks like in public,” 
and that “anytime you love people enough 
to hate the fact that they are being treated 
unfairly, that is God speaking.”
At the end of West’s presentation, 
the audience rose in another enthusiastic 
standing ovation. Some audience members 
even said that they would not have minded 
paying for such a riveting and enlightening 
event. West then answered a few questions
from students which were posed to him 
by Marcellus Barksdale, director of the 
African-American Studies program at 
Morehouse. At the end of the evening, Home 
Depot chief diversity officer Gloria Johnson 
Goins and Morehouse senior Micah Moon, 
who helped coordinate the event, extended 
thanks to the Morehouse community, West, 
and the event’s sponsors, Home Depot and 
Hidden Beach Recordings.
“West commented informatively on 
many important issues plaguing the African- 
American Community,” William Lawrence, 
a sophomore from Macon, Ga., said. He also 
called West’s visit “truly enlightening.”
As the audience scattered at the end of 
the night, many seemed visibly inspired 
and appreciative of the opportunity to be 
provoked into thought by one of America’s 
most dynamic public intellectuals.
1. j Where’s the campus budget I
report?
2. ) Did you REED your job 1
description sir?
3. ) Were you sitting at the table(s) 1
with no bottle service?
4. ) Did you think he was about to 1
start speaking in tongues? 1
5. ) Didn’t they know Smokey
didn’t write that song?
6. ) Are they gonna just be a bunch
oflilpups? 1
7. ) Hot dogs for a campaign?
8. ) Didn’t anyone tell her 1
politics ain’t about Love & 
Basketball?
9. ) Have you even seen any
“Shizaaam” on the court? 1
10. ) Did you get your “Sensual
Seduction” last Thursday? 2
11. ) Or were you dry as the Sahara?
I.) Is Shaq teaching them how 
to shoot free throws?
I.) How many tadpoles will go 
thru metamorphosis?
•.) How many will be 
“college-ruled”?
.) flow’d your first test go? 
i.) If we have to leave Italy, 
can the student body put
a franchise tag on his 
assistant?
.) What about a no-trade 
clause?
.) While she’s in office 
next year can she rent a 
personality from me? 1 got 
‘em for the L-O.
'.) Are you gonna spin records 
for every ’09 reunion now?
.) Did you realize it was A 
TIME FOR CHANGE?
ITY COLLEGE SOPHOMORES










• Teachers of Color
• Teachers of Critical Needs
(Special Education, Math, Science, foreign Language, 
School Psychologist, 0T, COTA.)
Please register at:
www.needham.k12.ma.us
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RECRUITMENT FAIR
Saturday, March 1, 2008 
Broadmeadow Elementary School 
120 Broadmeadow Road 
Needham, MA 02492 
9:00 am — 12:00 pm
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Ever since I’ve been here, I’ve always had a joke about Morehouse. Any 
time I, as an English major, had to write 
another department about something in 
relation to this school, I always tried to 
throw in the word “excellence.” You can 
never go wrong around here if you fit in the 
word “excellence.” It seems some places, 
especially proposals that go oil'to the ivory 
tower of Gloster Hall, like to see that word to 
remind us of a standard we try to uphold.
We rarely hold to that standard. A 
couple of weeks ago, in my article regarding 
the failures of the physical plant, I wrote 
about our solution to cold weather: space 
heaters. Our solution to the coldest weather 
in Atlanta was to get space heaters for 
everyone as opposed to diligently working 
to make sure boilers were working as soon 
as possible. One could surmise this is why 
the “temporary” boiler over at Clark Atlanta 
has been a staple for going on two years, but 
that’s neither here nor there. It works good 
enough.
For some time in Mays, the solution 
for the loss of Internet access was to enter 
the third-floor janitor closet and reset the 
circuit breaker. Even now', our Internet 
blocks websites that people need, stops us 
from instant messaging one another (unless 
we use messengers that function within web 
browsers), and I can’t even recall the last 
time my wireless Internet worked. But as 
long as I’m attached to an ethemet cable,
I can use maybe 70 percent of the internet. 
That's probably good enough.
The quality of student here is steadily 
improving, but not by leaps and bounds. In 
2006, the mean SAT score of our student 
body was 1096. Our average high school 
GPA was 3.2. For us to claim every New 
Student Orientation that we each represent 
“two other brothers” who couldn’t be 
accepted to our “excellent” institution




What is the West End? If you ask most anyAUC student this question, they’ll 
tell you “the ‘hood,” or “the projects.” Is 
that all it is, was, and ever will be? No, not 
at all. If you type “West End (Atlanta)” into 
Wikipedia, you can read about the early 
history, decline, and renewal of this once 
prestigious neighborhood.
And guess what contributed to the 
decline of this historic neighborhood. 
According to Wikipedia, that would be 
the year 1976, because by that time the 
West End was “Eighty-six percent Afro- 
American.”
There has been an undeniable rise in 
crime, poverty, and dilapidation in the West 
End since the new' black residents moved in. 
During freshman orientation, the main focus 
next to that of the Spelman Sisterhood is the 
3-4-5 Stay Alive rule; never go out into the 
West End unless ina group of three, four, or 
five friends if ou really want to stay alive. 
This is a far cry from the neighborhood 
that housed mayors, governors, and famous 
writers in the latter half of the 19th century 
and first part of the 20th century.
So, I believe that, in all honesty, most 
AUC students and faculty don’t mind the 
regentrification movement in the West End. 
Some may claim they do, but when they are 
able to walk to the convenience store in a
The Ones We’ve Been Waiting For Are Ourselves
Donovan Ramsey
Contributing Writer 
donovanS Ì 9@gmail. com
Aman who could be the next President of the United States recently stood 
before a crowd representative of a diverse 
America and proclaimed, “We are the ones 
that we’ve been waiting for.”
Barack Obama could not have been 
more right.
The upcoming Presidential election
- in particular Obama’s candidacy - has 
produced and highlighted many things. 
The race is a sounding board through 
which Americans participate in overdue 
conversations about race and gender in the 
context of political power. This race has 
encouraged Black Americans to take stock 
of our problems, priorities and personal 
politics. It has brought to light issues and 
policies that have been long ignored by 
the ruling class. Most importantly, it has 
reminded Americans that we do still have a 
choice. We are reminded that life, like hope, 
is not an intangible idea or a far-off finish 
line, but an everyday choice.
(implying a 33 percent acceptance rate, 
something I consider a rather preposterous 
notion), I guess we’re good enough for 
those claims.
The structural integrity of our buildings 
allows us to have class in moderate comfort 
(as long as we don’t have to endure things 
like... weather). Most of the resources of 
our academic buildings keep us functioning. 
The desks are sturdy, despite their age. 
Some of the Smartboards in buildings that 
don't rhyme with “smeadership” have 
the ability to work; we even have some 
professors in certain departments who are 
trained to use them. We even have some 
professors who would want to use them 
(although, I’ve always had an affinity for 
chalk). That seems good enough.
Things we do around here will take a 
while to fix (just find a copy of the February 
2002 Master Plan for the college and feel 
a sense of reassurance), but there are just 
so many things that we don’t do earnestly. 
We cannot acquire new technology across 
the campus without earnestly reforming 
our infrastructure. We cannot eliminate 
dozens of professors who fail to make 
tenure without realizing we cannot hire new 
professors here with the low wages we pay. 
We cannot expect to keep the best Black 
male students from around the world if we 
neglect to give them the best serv ice (which 
probably is one reason why we lost 300 
students this semester). Morehouse College 
must ev entually realize “good enough” is 
not good enough.
Last week, I received a phone call at 
8:30 a.m.from Sam Ellison, who oversees 
work study. He was in the office early that 
morning to get some work done and called 
me to fix a financial matter of mine. My 
mind was blown by the mere notion that 
this was a man who was willing to get 
work done early in the morning and try to 
fix things before his colleagues had even 
started their commute.
In my department, I’m hearing a lot 
about a professor whose teaching methods
group of one and come back alive, there will 
be little complaint. It’s not even entirely 
about the safety factor; a lot of it has to do 
with the image of the schools in general.
When people of an ethnicity' other than 
African-American travels to Morehouse 
or Spelman for a meeting, conference, or 
another ev ent, he or she must travel through 
the West End. What do they see as they 
drive down Lee Street or Lowery?
Typical sights include men standing in 
front of the gas station drinking away their 
problems at 1p.m., a woman pushing a 
shopping cart carrying her life, or a prostitute 
looking for Mr. Joe and a meal, depending 
on the time of day. They may even see some 
kids with nothing better to do than taking a 
car off the hands of its legitimate owner.
With all these duplicitous images in 
mind, they enter the gates of Spelman or 
walk the grounds of Morehouse. Do these 
ingrained sights and stereotypes taint their 
opinion of our institutions and students? 
No one fears for the safety of their car 
or themselves when driving to other 
prestigious institutions such as Harvard or 
even Emory here in Atlanta, so why should 
this dilapidation pollute their experience of 
the AUC?
Let’s face it—no one that is afforded 
the S30,000+ education here at Morehouse 
or Spelman is truly destitute. And people 
with money and/or futures don’t want to be 
surrounded by people, who have no money 
and a future defined by their survival until
Brothers, we represent an electorate 
- young, educated, Black men - that 
often is considered less than substantial. 
Having existed so long out of the political 
process, some people believe that we are 
easily hypnotized by pretty words and lofty 
promises. Others say that we do not possess 
the experience to recognize the change that 
we wish to see, let alone to be it. I answer 
that no generation knows more intimately 
the crisis that we face.
We have never existed in a w orld where 
global warming wasn’t a threat. We have 
never seen a day where suicide bombers 
did not menace the prospect of peace in 
the Middle East. We have never inhabited 
a time when weapons of mass destruction 
didn’t sit poised ready to end this fragile 
blessing we call life. I answer that this 
generation, as equal to any, realizes that we 
have a loaded gun aimed at our future and 
we are compelled by the mistakes of the 
past to live in what Dr. Martin Luther King 
referred to as “the fierce urgency of now.”
The winds of politics have, and will 
continue to, tug at the hearts and minds of 
the American electorate as I have seen them
are so dynamic, young men in their 20s are 
actually excited about Middle English. My 
business law professor actually requires 
people to show up every day and answer 
questions as opposed to the fables of his 
predecessor who was rarely here and passed 
everyone easily. We have maintenance 
workers on the bottom of the totem pole 
who have been here years with little raises 
but work just as diligently as the day they 
first arrived.
There are people here who do their jobs 
superiorly, a job we expect of Morehouse 
College. There are people here who need 
not shoulder any of the blame or vitriol I 
perpetually give in these columns. There 
are people who work here, attend here, and 
assist here who see an ideal of this place 
that we hope to achieve one day. There are 
people here who give their constant best to 
this place and far surpass “good enough” as 
the standard.
The problems of this college reside 
from those secure in their positions. The 
problems of this college reside in those 
who do not realize the legacy before them. 
The problems of this college reside in those 
who collect their checks and take two hour 
lunches. The problems of this college 
can be solved when we look to Dr. Mary 
Behrman, Professor Kenneth Torrence, 
former Housing director K.N. Henry, Sam 
Ellison, and others of their ilk as examples.
The problems of this college will be 
solved when our actions converge with 
our rhetoric of excellence. The problems 
of this college will be solved when we no 
longer tolerate that which we find “good 
enough.” The problems of this college 
will cease when we cease lowering our 
standards. The problems of this college 
shall be no more one day when we look 
to that Franklinian Renaissance, when we 
give ourselves new birth and become new 
creatures, replenishing the light within us 
and shining brighter than ever before.
tomorrow.
Besides a few Saturday community 
service trips, there has not been much 
outreach from the constituency of schools 
in the West End. We don’t want takvv the 
initiative to revitalize the Black West End 
so most of us would much rather sit back 
and let the orderly white citizens move in.
It’s not just us, either. Many HBCUs are 
located in rougher black neighborhoods and 
function as a sort of castle on top a hill with 
little outreach into the community on a large 
scale. This is one of the most obvious splits 
in the black race—togetherness dissipates 
w hen there is a risk of your car being stolen 
or purse being snatched. Many people 
forget that the only separation between us 
and them is opportunity.
We don’t know where they’re going to 
go, but they better get out of here. Right? 
This is the attitude of the AUC. Sad, but true. 
What may be even worse is that I can’t say I 
blame anyone for thinking this way. I would 
love it if the regentrification movement 
brought prominent black citizens into the 
West End that could help rebuild a strong, 
prominent black community. But that is not 
the reality. Whites are moving back in and 
pushing the poorer blacks out and with them 
leaves a large source of crime, poverty, and 
plain unsightliness.
So we’ll sit by and let the white people 
move in. And w e’ll walk to the convenience 
store all by ourselves.
do here at the College. I do not in any way 
claim that one candidate has a monopoly 
on hope, will, or the resolve to pull this 
world out of our “improved means to an 
unimproved end,” as Henry David Thoreau 
stated. What I do know for sure is that this 
nation is starting to feel again. Something 
is shaking the foundation of this country' 
like it hasn’t been shaken in years, and we 
cannot miss this opportunity.
The naysayers will always have their 
mouths filled with words of doubt and 
complacency, but what if the time really is 
now? What if we really are the ones that 
we’ve been waiting for? I believe deeply, 
as noted scholar Bruce Barton declared, that 
“Nothing splendid has ever been achieved 
except by those who dared believe that 
something inside them was superior to 
circumstance.”
Unequivocally, our circumstances are 
daunting and the risk is great. But in the 
face of unprecedented adversity, we are the 
ones that we’ve been waiting for and we 
must be greater.
The Maroon Tiger is published weekly during the academic year at Morehouse College. Our goal is 
to maintain an independent editorial policy. Opinions expressed in The Maroon Tiger are solely the 
views of its staff and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of Morehouse College, its administration, or 
The Maroon Tiger advisors. Commentaries solely represent the views of the author and are not neces­
sarily the opinions of The Maroon Tiger We believe all advertising to be correct but cannot guarantee 
its accuracy or be responsible for its outcome. The Maroon Tiger welcomes your views on any public 
issue. We routinely edit letters for space and correct errors in spelling and punctuation. Letters as well 
as commentaries must be 300 words or fewer, typed, signed, and should include a lull address and 
telephone number.
From 40’s to PBR:
It’s Not as Bad as You Think
—
Alexander P. Brown
Associate Opinions Editor 
subjektxero@gmail.com
I blame college for all my experiences in drinking with a limited budget, because 
it was college where I first started drinking. 
That in itself is pretty remarkable as I w ent 
to a catholic high school and nearly every 
party had enough alcohol to get every 
weak-livered teenager drunk and at a very 
small expense.
It wasn’t that I was scared of drinking 
either; I was never that influenced by the 
scared straight videos, the Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving assemblies, or the crash 
simulation with the helicopter airlift. I felt all 
those were too theatrical ways to make kids 
respect alcohol’s negative consequences. I 
drank; I just didn’t get drunk.
College changed that. Back in high 
school, one out of three people had easy 
access to a motor vehicle and there were no 
such things as curfew s for teens in Northern 
California. We went places and had fun 
without having to intoxicate ourselves and I 
was more than content with that. In college, 
however, rides were severely limited and 
public transportation effectively shut down 
at twelve 12:30 a.m., just as most late 
evening concerts would end or when most 
house parties would really start.
So to kill time in college we reverted 
to having many philosophical discussions 
accented by the great intelligence equalizer, 
alcohol. The notion that the campus was 
“dry” made us pause as much as the alumni 
would when they parade gallons of liquor 
during Homecoming weekend. There 
would be nothing to do on campus; Spelman 
was locked up tight by 11p.m. and we were 
lost as to what the smart women did at 
night, so we decided to drink the Saturday 
night away. Yet unlike the Catholic high 
school gatherings, drinking was done 
economically.
It becomes readily apparent that liquor 
costs — and good liquor really costs — when 
you pay for it yourself. Aided by the fact 
that Georgia has certain remnants of the 
Prohibition era intact, we felt that it was 
best to grab cheap drinks from the local gas 
station after we failed to find something 
more interesting (or cheaper) to do that 
night. There was my introduction to the 
40 ounce malt liquor. The first few sw igs




I n these words as Maya Angelo said so eloquently, “Living in these yet to 
be United States”. The United States is 
supposed to be a place of freedom, peace 
and acceptance. However, those principles 
that the United States w ere founded on have 
yet to be a reality for most of our nation. It 
is clear that there is progress that the United 
States still has yet to make on a social, 
economic and political status.
Lawrence Fishboume in the 1988 classic 
film School Daze directed by a Morehouse 
Graduate, yelled to the masses, “Wake Up, 
Wake up!!!” And that’s exactly what my 
purpose was on Friday. Yelling to the Black 
people w ithin the Atlanta University Center: 
“Wake Up, Wake Up” gave me a sense of 
confidence within myself that exceeded 
anything that I have ever felt before.
Last Friday, in order to get my message 
across I dressed in a Ku Klux Kian outfit 
and carried a 5x7’ Confederate flag. Around 
my neck wore a poster board that had 
three recent racist quotes from prominent 
American people, and on the other side 
I had written "Wake Up Black People. 
We’ve Been Sleep." I had that costume on 
because, officially the state of Georgia took 
the confederate flag off of their state flag in 
2003; however, I believe that behind those 
racist quotes, the judicial system, and the 
education system hide the confederate flag 
wrapped in racism and the purpose of the Ku 
Klux Kian. So now racism is disguised and 
people are blinded and asleep. My message 
was to wake up people because while we 
were asleep, the hands of time were turned 
back in Jena, LA and brought back the Jim 
Crow Laws and a District Attorney that
Brandon E. Lawrence , ‘09
Editor-in-Chief
always tasted horrible but so did cough 
medicine when I was younger; I got used to 
both for the greater good.
We drank cheap by necessity rather than 
choice. There would always be something 
w e would want to spend our money on more 
be it books, music, musical instruments, 
a woman (not prostitute or stripper), or 
whatever other incidentals would come 
our way. We could be cheap w ith alcohol 
because; it was our version of Federal Pell 
Grants, and we would spend just as much 
was necessary.
Quickly though, those of us with low 
alcohol tolerance would be happy enough 
spending money on a bottle of cheap flavored 
rum or vodka, our palates not refined 
enough for stiffer drinks. A fifth could last 
a few days to a week, thus offsetting the 
cost of any major expense. But drinking 
harder increased the alcohol tolerance, and 
drinking cheap crap hard liquor couldn’t 
cut it, which is when I discovered reason 
No.5 for a Californian to like the South: 
whiskey.
As we started gaining mobility (people 
bought vehicles) we explored Atlanta 
for drinking establishments that didn't 
overcharge, water their drinks, and had a 
decent enough selection to experiment with. 
Eventually we discovered it was cheaper 
to drink before the bar and buy cheap 
(palatable) drinks at the tavern. That's 
where I discovered Pabst Blue Ribbon, hero 
to trendy indie music lovers nationwide. 
Though tasting like someone had poured 
a thimble of bourbon in seltzer it sen ed 
the purpose having a drink in hand and not 
making me look like a jackass, cheapskate, 
or prude.
Now my drinking buddies have a 
repertoire of beverages for any occasion, 
especially those days where it is a choice 
between drinking a martini or drinking a 
couple of beers and having cash for the taxi 
home. I’m not saying I advocate underage 
drinking or excuse poor drunken behavior 
(this is a family newspaper I’m told), 1 just 
like to say it happens. In a few years, some 
enterprising person w ill put a bar to cater to 
the AUC in the area and choosing what to 
drink will be harder. Yet there will always 
be the friendly experienced drinker to teach 
everyone that drinking cheap doesn't mean 
drinking terribly.
abused his power. What was different from 
how families were separated in 2005 in 
New Orleans, compared to Portugal coming 
to West Africa and starting the slave trade 
in 1444?
I can only imagine Harriet Tubman 
and the perspectives of the comfortable 
“House Negros” looking down on her with 
judgment. I recognize that the physical 
plantation and Masters house is not around 
anymore; nevertheless, the middle class 
and educated people who sit comfortably 
have forgotten about the field Negros and 
do not feel the lashes and the lynching from 
the systemic and racists barriers. So the 
people who wanted to initiate arguments 
and debates on insularly topics, are the ones 
who are sitting comfortably and are against 
change and look over racial comments 
that do not affect them directly, and have 
forgotten about the field Negros and the 
issues that haunt and affect the lower class.
Yes, initially people were offended 
from a distance because of my light skin 
complexion, how ever when the deans, staff, 
teachers, students, and visitors crowded 
around me and heard the message they 
immediately wanted to become activist 
and became passionate to go back to their 
community to teach and serve. I do not feel 
as though I broke any laws, caused any harm 
to myself or anyone else, or did anything 
legally or morally questionable that could 
bring serious negative sanctions against 
myself or the college. However, I recognize 
how the college will permit military services 
and derogative Hip- Hop artists, media, and 
other various organizations that destroy 
people as a whole physically and morally 
especially those persons descendants of 
Africa. But when someone wants to bring 
knowledge and uplift people it raises 
eyebrows and causes controversy.Recycle The Maroon Tiger
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Showtime at Sisters Chapel Too Hot For TV
Jamal Hansberry
Contributing Writer
DohForThe People a &ol com
Atlanta University Center royalty filled the pews of Sisters Chapel Saturday as 
the devastating divas of Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc. hosted their annual Apollo- 
style talent showcase, popularly known as 
Club Delta.
This year’s theme—In Living Color— 
called for a dress to impress audience that 
included the Greek, the chic, and everyone 
in between as performances were by 
counterfeit celebrities of the 90’s.
The crowd was not the only thing taken 
up with the spirit of glitz and glimmer. The 
walls of the usually modest Sisters Chapel 
auditorium were adorned with psychedelic 
lighting, while the stage was ornamented 
with a vivid simulation of a city skyline.
The evening began with a temptingly 
seductive dance number to the Boyz II Men 
classic “If I Ever Fall in Love Again” by a 
group of Eta Kappa’s finest, followed by an 
up-tempo Fly Girls-esque routine that set 
the tone and sent the crowd into a premature 
frenzy.
A cross-dressed Kris Kross duo took 
the stage and wowed the crowd with their 
“Funky, Fresh, and Fly” choreography and 
even funkier get ups.
But no groups’ wardrobe sent the 
audience into a sickening state of shock 
like Crush. This vibrant clique of Lil’ 
Kim imposters stormed the stage from the 
aisles costumed in colorful camisoles and 
leggings, topped with faux fur that was just 
as fake as their bright bobbed meltdown 
wigs—it was genius, a true Lil’ Kim taste.
Booing was encouraged so it didn’t 
come as surprise when the crowd got ugly,
but Crush won the hearts of many and were 
able to dodge a visit from the dreadful 
sandman. Our very own Whitney Houston 
wasn’t so lucky on the other hand. After a 
couple minutes of a vocal performance fit 
for an amateur karaoke bar, Houston—circa 
“The Bodyguard ” period—was humorously 
ushered off the stage, however maintaining 
her composure, continuing to sing “I Will 
Always Love You” until she vanished off 
stage.
And what’s an AUC event without 
high-energy, show stopping performances 
by beloved dance crew Footwork and that 
anonymous break-dancing twosome, whose 
acrobatic moves create an uproar at any 
venue?
It was a battle of the coasts in the second 
half of the show, when girls dressed as 
gangsters in flannel shirts, Dickies pants
and garage jumpsuits who battled chicks in 
platinum gold bomber jackets to prove that 
the West Coast surely “has it going on.”
The audience didn't need the help of Kiki 
Shepard to choose a winner—the rumpus 
rooting that soaked the room when Block 
Party took the stage was enough in its own. 
A band of Missy, Aaliyah, and Timbaland 
look-a-likes proved to be crowd favs after 
squashing the competition and giving an 
encore performance—which included an 
incredibly impressive rendition of Missy 
Elliot’s “I Can’t Stand the Rain”. Missy 
phony, decked in a trash bag suit, awfully 
reminiscent of Missy’s vinyl garb in the 
actual video, purple-tented sunglasses, and 
finger waves to boot, stole the show when 
she boarded a Fisher Price jeep and exited 





Cartoon Network’s late night segment Adult Swim has opted not to air an 
episode of the highly controversial show 
“The Boondocks” for its—needless to 
say—graphic nature.
Episode number 29 of season two “The
Hunger Strike,” scoffs at Debra Lee, the 
CEO of the Black Entertainment Television 
network. As the show begins, a villainous 
Deborah Leevil heads a table of BET 
executives in a board meeting as the topic 
of conversation—“the destruction of black 
people.”
Channeling Austin Powers’ Dr. Evil, 
wearing a gray suit, speaking with her pinky 
positioned near the comer of her mouth, and 
stroking what appears to be a dead cat, Mrs. 
Leevil addresses the staff. “Our leader Bob 
Johnson had a dream—a dream of creating 
a network that would accomplish what 
hundreds of years of slavery, Jim Crow, and 
malt liquor couldn’t—the destruction of 
black people!”
Later in this scene, an exec explained, 
“Mrs. Leevil, since BET has come into 
existence, terrible things have happened to 
black people. Drop out rates, teen pregnancy, 
unemployment, and incarceration has sky 
rocketed since our debut 25 years ago.”
After launching the heel of her 
stiletto into his heart she complains, “The 
destruction of black people isn’t happening 
fast enough. The other day I saw three 
niggas reading books—and one of them 
was smiling.”
In another scene, a BET employee 
scantily clad in a mini skirt with a matching 
mid-drift halter top alerts Mrs. Leevil of
a young boy who’s creating quite a buzz 
by protesting the network with a hunger 
strike. As they turn to the jumbo, flat screen 
television in the board room, Huey Riley 
is making a declaration on national news, 
“This hunger strike will continue until 
BET is taken off the air, the office is shut 
down, and all of its top executives commit 
Japanese ritual suicide.”
It has been speculated that “The Hunger 
Strike” didn’t air on its scheduled Jan. 7 
date —as well as episode 15, “The Uncle 
Ruckus Reality Show”—due to alleged 
litigation by BET. However, Cartoon 
Network issued a statement denying this 
rumor, which comes to no surprise as BET 
president Reggie Hudlin holds the honorary 
title of The Boondocks executive producer.
The actual reason Cartoon Network 
banned these episodes shall remain a 
mystery; however, clips of both “The 
Hunger Strike” and “The Uncle Ruckus 
Reality Show” can be viewed on the web.
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Wal-Mart: A Black Shopper’s Friend or Foe?
Ginah Hall
Contributing Writer
ghall II04 a \ ahoo com
Unbelievably low prices, convenient hours and one-stop shopping 
capabilities—the way Wal-Mart pulls off 
these feats of pleasure may disturb a few, but 
they still manage to entice many consumers 
everyday. With the chain creating more 
convenient locations every year, it is a 
wonder that any other major retailer hasn’t 
either closed its doors, or taken heed to the 
old expression, “if you can’t beat ’em, join 
‘em.”
Unless money is no object, most buyers 
will not pay more for their needs when 
they can save a few pennies on those same 
purchases at Wal-Mart. Despite being the 
largest consumer group, African Americans 
tend to be the most concerned with saving 
money; therefore, the conscious decision to 
shop at Wal-Mart is inevitable.
The vote is always split down the middle 
when the issue of constructing a Wal-Mart 
in a black neighborhood arises. It’s no 
secret that any Wal-Mart placed in a black 
neighborhood is bound to thrive. However, 
allegations that Wal-Mart does not treat 
all their employees equally, continue to 
circulate. Critics also claim that the large 
chain does nothing but suck income out of 
black folks while simultaneously paying 
their own employees below living wages.
In the documentary titled “Wal-Mart: 
The High Cost of
Low Price,” Robert 
Greenwaldcontends 
that Wal-Mart 
has brought out 
continuous assault 
on its consumers 
and employees.
After learning 
about the ailing 
health of one of 
his neighbors who 
actually worked at 
Wal-Mart but was 
not receiving adequate health coverage 
from the super chain, Greenwald began 
his research on the company’s employee 
benefits.
“No way was a corporation the size 
of Wal-Mart using public programs for 
its employees” Greenwald shared on the 
documentary’s Web site. “So I started to 
research, read and investigate.”
“We found heartbreaking stories from
people who worked at Wal-Mart, but many 
of them were just too frightened to appear 
on camera. We found businesses run out of 
the country, with CEOs who were terrified 
of talking with us on or off camera because 
of retaliation by Wal-Mart,” Greenwald 
said.
The film was released in 2005 and 
is now available on DVD at most video 
retailers except Wal-Mart. Just some of 
the facts discussed about the company 
included minority disenfranchisement and 
discrimination, along with information 
about their employees on public assistance, 
hiring illegal immigrants, intimidation and 
strong arming their product retailers.
Wal-Mart hired former Atlanta mayor 
Andrew Young to persuade black politicians 
to tolerate the giant retail chain in their 
communities. Young was later relieved 
of his duties after publicly sharing his 
discern for foreign shopkeepers in black 
communities.
Consumers who support the construction 
of Wal-Mart in black neighborhoods 
welcome the retailer with open pocketbooks. 
One reason being that supporters believe 
that Arabs, Asians, Jews and other ethnic 
groups own most of the thriving mom-and- 
pop stores located in their neighborhoods 
and will overcharge residents, usually 
Black, for spoiled milk and stale bread.
Loyal Wal-Mart shoppers would love to 
have more stores in their city limits. Ariel 
Donegan, a 23-year-old single parent on
“We found heartbreaking stories from people who worked 
at Wal-Mart, but many of them were just too frightened 
to appear on camera. We found businesses run out of the 
country, with CEOs who were terrified of talking with us 
on or off camera because of retaliation by Wal-Mart,”
Chicago’s South Side is always on the hunt 
for bargains.
“For me, it’s a one-stop shop,” Donegan 
said. “I can get everything I need in one 
place.”
When asked how she would feel about 
having a store placed in her neighborhood 
she responded,
“I need a Wal-Mart in my area so I won’t 
have to drive out to the ‘burbs to get what I
In the documentary titled “Wal-Mart: The High 
Cost of Low Price,” Robert Greenwald contends 
that Wal-Mart has brought out continuous assault 
ON ITS CONSUMERS AND EMPLOYEES. AFTER LEARNING 
ABOUT THE AILING HEALTH OF ONE OF HIS NEIGHBORS WHO 
ACTUALLY WORKED AT WaL-MaRT BUT WAS NOT RECEIV­
ING ADEQUATE HEALTH COVERAGE FROM THE SUPER CHAIN, 
Greenwald began his research on the company’s em­
ployee BENEFITS.
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need at a reasonable price.”
College students find Wal-Mart 
especially alluring because of the store’s 
low prices and late hours.
“We make late night trips to Wally World 
all the time,” said 




store is not nearly 
as crowded at 2 
in the morning, 
so we can buy 
everything we 
need in one 
place.”
It is safe to say 
that the Mecca of 
all grocery chains will forever be a part 
of American buying society. While many 
refuse to shop at “Wally World” because of 
allegations of poor business practices, twice 
as many profess to patronize Wal-Mart as
much as they can.
“We really don’t have a choice but to 
shop at Wal-Mart,” Rogers said. “They are 
cheaper than Target, Kmart and any other 
store.”
Black Models Question 




Every month, there’s a fashion show in the Atlanta University Center and it’s 
expected that the models walking down the 
runaway will be all shades, ranging from 
the deepest black to the lightest brown.
In the high fashion world, however, this 
is rarely the case. For years, popular black 
models such as Tyra Banks, Iman, Tyson 
Beckford, Naomi Campbell and Veronica 
Webb have been cited for being pioneers. 
They are also known for speaking out 
against the lack of black models donning 
the fashion shows of some of the world’s 
top designers.
While the fashion world is often 
criticized for its dire focus on the weight of 
models, the industry has also been criticized 
for its negligence in enhancing diversity.
In an Associated Press (AP) report, 
“Fashion Week Hits Diversity Problem,” 
several black models and fashion industry 
professionals said that they felt the race of 
models has been treated like a trend and 
that the 1980s seemed like a better time for 
models of color to thrive and shine.
The report went on to note that some 
individuals blame modeling agencies for the 
lack of diversity while some blame casting 
directors and the designers themselves.
Fashion designer Nick Verreos said in the 
AP report that some designers think women 
of color “take away from the garments.”
“They are so fierce and have so much of 
a persona, you notice them first as opposed 
to noticing the clothing,” Verreos told AP. 
“So there are a lot of designers who would 
rather have the clothing be noticed and have 
a pale background. I just don’t think that’s 
right.”
Earlier this month, Sean “P. Diddy” 
Combs made a bold move and hired only 
black models for his Sean John Fashion 
Week Show. Standing in opposition to the 
white standard, Combs’ decision caused an 
upheaval. While some individuals praised 
the hip-hop mogul for his efforts, some 
criticized him.
In a Youtube.com video, one concerned
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white woman said that his decision was 
hypocritical.
Spelman Sophomore Charity Haith said 
she believed Combs “was a creative genius 
of his time” and that his decision to cast 
all black models for his runway show for 
fashion week “was proving to the world 
that as mush as there are a range of white 
models in high fashion, there is an equal 
range of black models as well.”
At the same time, the 20-year-old went 
on to say that Combs’ decision was not the 
best method to prove his point to the fashion 
world.
“In my opinion, P. Diddy’s choice of not 
using any white models only hindered his 
market for business,” Haith said. “He could 
have very well set the same example by 
using an equal amount of blacks as whites.” 
Haith, who has been modeling since the 
age of 10 and started performing in fashion 
shows at the age of 15 said that when 
high fashion shows include black models, 
they are usually the ‘dark-skinned foreign 
model.’
The Tennessee native, who hopes to 
become an entertainment lawyer, cited 
Tyra Banks for trying to change the fashion 
industry standard with her show ‘America’s 
Next Top Model.’
The first season of the show aired in 
2003 on UPN (now CW) and has gone on to 
feature several models of colors—many of 
them winning the distinction of “America’s 
Next Top Model.”
“She is proving her point that top models 
can very well be black, but at the same time 
making her show diverse so that everyone 
can have an equal opportunity,” Haith said.










New York Mets pitcher Pedro Martinez appears to be following Michael Vick's 
path down a long road.
The major league star was seen in a video 
in which he and baseball Hall of Famer Juan 
Marichal were shown releasing roosters 
to begin a cockfight. The video on TMZ. 
com waited until the middle of the report to 
mention that the fighting went down in the 
Dominican Republic, where cockfighting is 
legal. But People for the Ethical Treatment 
of Animals (PETA) finds it immoral.
Martinez is Dominican, but he has 
resided in America for many years while 
pitching for teams in New York, Los Angeles 
and Boston. He even got a World Series 
championship ring with the last team. But 
the glory days are gone in Boston, and Pedro 
is on the wrong end of a PETA tantrum.
The organization based out of Norfolk, 
Va., is best known for its persecution and 
dethroning of Atlanta Falcons quarterback 
Vick in the niftiest hook and switch this 
millennium. Vick could tell Martinez a 
thing or two about how quickly things like 
this can get blown out of proportion. Vick 
is from Hampton, Va. - right down the road 
from PETA headquarters.
Pedro was bom in the island country 
that borders Haiti, where rules are a little 
different.
Universally, sports teams are becoming 
agents of national security with a recent 
trend toward heightened conduct policies. 
All of a sudden, it is illegal to wear tennis 
shoes before the warm-up, show emotion 
during a play, or date supermodels. Imagine 
what they do to animal abusers.
The U.S. government is making its 
way into the entertainment sector. Just 
look at how much trouble guys like Roger 
Clemens and Tank Johnson have to deal 
with. It doesn’t matter if a team sides with 
a player; the leagues will punish somebody 
for making American sports look bad. Plus, 
everybody can get a piece when players are 
filleted.
Let us get back to Pedro. His archest 
enemy right now may not be the Yankees, 
but the pet lovers. If history is at all 
indicative of things to come, the Mets 
will drop Martinez for his so-called bad 
habits. In light of federal cases and 
cngressional oversights, teams are taking 
the Machiavellian approach to the public. 
Keeping a good public image is apparently 
the top priority of sports teams nowadays. 
It matters more than personal privacy, 
sportsmanship, or team loyalty.
But what of national loyalty? Does 
Pedro’s Dominican blood make him immune 
to American disgust? The media has found 
no shortage of despicable insults in nearly 
unanimously denouncing dog fighters. It 
will not be long until Martinez is viciously 
cursed and lowered in the public’s view from 
hero to outcast. Prepare your TV sets for 
endless clips of Pedro fighting, cussing, and 
being un-American. All this is necessary to 
ideologically turn a whole public’s opinion 
against such a heinous man.
Just ask Vick.
But doesn’t it matter that Pedro broke 
no laws? It may not, for the court of public 
opinion is judge and jury in sports court. 
International benefit is trumped by American 
business interests on these shores. PETA 
can expect another big plug and ESPN 
has a new topic to toss Around the Hom. 
Roger Clemens and Bill Belichick can even 
breathe easier. See? Everybody gets paid, 
everybody’s a winner. The only losers are 
inhumane criminals who must suffer the 
consequences of bad press.
For more details visit:
wivw.MorehouseMarketingSymposium.com
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Unfortunately nowadays, winning three Olympic gold medals without 
being suspected of taking steroids is rare. 
Becoming the first American woman to 
accomplish that feat was even more rare.
Wilma Glodean Rudolph, known to the
Italians as “La Gazzella Nera” (the Black 
Gazelle), to the French as “La Perle Noire” 
(the Black Pearl), and in the 1960 Olympics 
as the “Tennessee Tornado,” was bom June 
23, 1940, in Clarksville, TN, and was the 
20th of 22 children.
Having been bom prematurely, weighing 
in at a mere 4.5 pounds, Rudolph was plagued 
with polio and was informed by doctors that 
she would never be able to walk. Rudolph 
lost the ability to use her left leg and from 
the ages of 5-11 she wore a leg brace while 
being treated at Meharry Hospital located at 
Fisk University. Astonishing enough, one 
Sunday morning at church she removed her 
brace and walked down the aisle.
With 21 siblings, it was not difficult for 
Rudolph to get involved with sports. At Burt 
High School in Clarksville, she decided to 
play basketball, blossomed into an All-State 
athlete, led the state in scoring and guided 
her team to a state championship. To keep 
in shape for basketball, Rudolph ran track. 
When Rudolph was 15, she was spotted by 
Tennessee State University track and field 
coach Ed Temple. He was so impressed 
by her athletic ability that he decided to 
train her and had her performing in the 
Melbourne, Australia, Olympics in 1956 at 
the age of 16. There, she won a bronze medal 
competing in the 4x 100 meters relay.
Rudolph was granted a full track 
and field scholarship at Tennessee State 
University. Rudolph and Temple trained 
day and night, earning her a spot in the 1960 
Summer Olympic Games in Rome. With 
80,000-plus spectators and temperatures 
that reached 100 degrees, Rudolph put on a 
show for the ages by capturing gold medals 
in the 100-meter, 200-meter, and 4x100 
meter relay.
She became the first American woman to 
win three golds, set a then Olympic record in 
the 200 meters with a time of 23.2 seconds 
and was named 1960 Female Athlete of 
the Year by Associated Press. Through the 
course of her life, Rudolph received many 
awards such as being inducted in the Black 
Athletes Hall of Fame in 1973 and the
National Track and Field Hall of Fame in 
1974.
Rudolph earned a degree in education 
and became a teacher and a track coach at 
her former high school. She inspired many 
students and even created a non-profit 
fund for amateur athletes. Rudolph died of 
brain cancer at the age of 54 on Nov. 12, 
1994, in Nashville. She was in and out of 
hospitals for months and was survived by 
four children, eight grandchildren and over 
100 nieces and nephews.
Rudolph is a great reminder to us all that 
anyone can overcome life’s adversity with 
determination and sheer will power. Her 
doctors were right, Wilma Rudolph was not 
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The Fighting Maroon Tiger MarchingBand made history once again last 
week by participating in the annual Mardi 
Gras celebration in New Orleans, LA for 
the second year straight. The band marched 
their way through New Orleans in the Zulu 
parade.
The Zulu parade is the New Orleans’ 
largest African-American organization in 
the Mardi Gras. They organize everything 
from the beginning to the end. The parade 
started in the rural community and then 
goes into urban community. Band director 
Melvin M. Jones said that with the parade 
being put together by Blacks is one of the 
biggest reasons why they accepted the 
invitation.
“The trip was important so that the band 
could see how important they were to the 
black community who was devastated by 
Katrina,” Jones said. “1 was able to tell a
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significant difference between the crowd.”
The road to New Orleans for the 
Maroon Tiger’s was almost impossible. At 
one point and time they were short $8000 
and considered canceling the trip. Through 
fundraisers they were able to raise the 
necessary money to keep the trip alive.
“We were a little down at first,” band 
president Taylor Glanton said. “The more 
spirited members had the attitude that we 
could raise the money. The ladies came 
through and everybody did their part.”
Senior Kadir Mohommad went on to 
add, “Thanks to our brothers and sisters 
who supported us and gave donations at 
Market Friday during our performance, we 
were able to raise $700. That helped us out 
a lot.”
The trip was an all around unique 
experience for those who participated in 
the parade. The site of New Orleans left a 
lasting impression on Jones. The city was 
in a worse state than he thought.
“You never know how real it is until you 
see yourself in person,” Jones said. “The 
houses looked the same as last year. You 
could tell where they had done work and 
where they had not done work.”
There was one thing that the Maroon 
Tiger band worked on, which was the heart 
of the people in New Orleans. The people 
embraced them with open arms and even 
told them “Thank you” for coming their. 
Some residents walked up to members of 
the band and thanked them personally while 
tears came out their eyes and band members 
choking up due to their kindness.
“To many times we go places and play 
the same songs,” Jones said. “Our songs 
meant something to the people.”
Mohammad and Glanton both admit 
that the trip was exciting and tiring, but it 
was good to see students from the Atlanta 
University Center down in New Orleans 
supporting them while having a good time.
The marching band will continue 
to prepare for band camp and the 2008 
marching season.
t J Recycle The Maroon Tiger
